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Happy Spring!  

 

Former Volunteer Drops by for a Visit and to Help Out 

Sarah Riendeau volunteered for our “Read to Succeed” program several years ago. Volunteers recorded 

children’s books so that parents with poor reading 

skills could follow along in the book and help their 

children with reading.  

After she helped at Literacy of NNY, Sarah worked 

with AmeriCorps and Greater Pittsburg Literacy 

Council. Sarah is now working with the Peace Corps 

teaching 7th grade students in Macedonia. 

Sarah is back in the area for one month and called 

our office to volunteer. So far, she has helped with 

the Scrabble® publicity, co-taught Deborah’s 

Wednesday English class, and worked individually 

with a student from Kyrgyzstan. Over the next few 

weeks, she will help out teaching classes for 

Deborah and tutor.  

Thank you, Sarah!  

 

Scrabble®! 

We are still looking for teams. If you don’t have a team, just come along to find a teammate at the 

event.  We also need volunteers to help out at the event. We need people to look up words in the 

official Scrabble® dictionary, help set up refreshments, clean up, etc.  

Refreshments and Door Prizes 

Deborah has asked local businesses for donations but we can always use more. Let us know if you would 

like to donate snacks, drinks or door prizes. We need water, soft drinks, chips, other snacks and door 

prizes.  Do you know someone who owns a local business? We can provide you with a letter asking for a 

door prize for the event.  
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ESL Tutor Tip from Espresso English 

https://www.youtube.com/user/EspressoEnglishNet 

Check out Shayna’s short “You Tube” videos. They are only a couple of minutes in length and each video 

has a focus.  Video topics include English phrases, confusing words and common errors, grammar, and 

phrasal verbs. 

 

Tutor Recommends ESL Website 

ESL Tutor Marilyn Wekar, who has worked with several ESL students during the three years she has 

spent tutoring for us and recently became one of our board members, recommends the following 

website: http://www.learnenglishfeelgood.com/ 

This website contains printable worksheets on verb tenses, pronouns, articles, writing skills, etc. There 

are online exercises for students including grammar or vocabulary tests. The site also contains videos 

and audio recordings students can use for listening practice. There is also a list of idioms. What a 

wonderful resource! We love to hear what resources or textbooks tutors find useful. Let us know and 

we may feature your idea in our next newsletter! 

 

New Reading Materials for Low-Level Students 

LNNY Director M. Cecilia Brock spoke recently to Brenda, a tutor in St. Lawrence County who is working 

with a student who reads at a second grade level. The student prefers to read short books rather than a 

textbook. She has read several books in Don Johnston‘s Start to Finish series. The series contains classics 

rewritten at the second-third grade level or the fourth-fifth grade level. Brenda’s student has read The 

Diary of Anne Frank, Little Women, Black Beauty and Sacagawea.  Brenda’s student was interested in 

two other books in this series about Indians so Cecilia ordered them. Other new books in this series that 

we ordered are: The Gift of the Magi and Other Short Stories by O. Henry, Jane Goodall and the 

Chimpanzees of Gombe (4th-5th grade level) and Silver Blaze.  

These books can be used in one of two ways: as lesson material or as supplemental material for a 

student to read at home. Students who read outside of tutoring time will progress quicker but low-level 

readers often become frustrated if there are too many words they can’t figure out in a book. The Don 

Johnston books are a great resource for low-level readers and they are suitable for adults. If you are 

interested in these books for your student, please contact Deborah or Cecilia. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/EspressoEnglishNet
http://www.learnenglishfeelgood.com/
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Jacinta (left) and Ava at the Tuesday English class in Watertown. 
Jacinta was featured in our March newsletter – She got a job and 
a new apartment and still finds time to come to class. Ava also 
works full-time but is dedicated to her English studies. 

Jacinta, Ava, Tim, and Danielisa 
Tim, (a former student) decided to stop by and visit. He joined 
the Tuesday English class that day. Some of our students stay 
in touch with the staff long after they have left the program. 
We enjoy hearing from them! Danielisa, who works two jobs, 
came back to the program in order to continue working on her 
pronunciation, grammar and listening skills, which she uses 
while on the job at a local call center. She also works at a fast-
food restaurant. 

St. Lawrence County News  

Literacy of Northern NY – St. Lawrence County has successfully distributed approximately 3,000 

books around the county through the LNNY Shelfies program, according to Maria Morrison. 

Special thanks to our recent book donors: 
Hopkinton Food Pantry 
Lawrenceville Bookstore 
And various individuals who wish to remain anonymous. 
 
For the Potsdam Chamber of Commerce Spring Silent Auction, LNNY is 
donating a Blind Date with a Book basket. This idea is taking off at libraries 
and bookstores across the world – even spawning its own website: 
https://blinddatewithabook.com/.  LNNY decided to have some fun with it as 
well.  
 
Included in the Blind Date with a Book basket are two autographed 
hardcover books, two children’s books, and two young adult books, along 
with two bags of microwave popcorn to enjoy with your date. 
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