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September was a busy month!
LNNY had a very successful raffle basket fundraiser at the Lowville Cream Cheese
Festival on September 17. We raised $1,003, which is the most money we have ever
raised from this event.
Special thanks to our volunteers who helped make the event a success – Esther
Gonzalez, Ellen Anderson (Cat in the Hat), Marilyn Wekar, Allen Goudie, Ann Tabolt,
Barbara Chamberlain (her first time at the festival), Chris Brock, Cecilia Brock,
Deborah Tate and Sally Brennan.
Sally collected over $1,000 in gift cards and
prizes for the “Lowville” raffle basket. Sally seems
to know everyone in the Lowville area and she
collects the most interesting and practical items
and gift cards – an automobile oil change, car wash
tokens, simple will, power of attorney, and simply
the best gift cards to restaurants and area stores.
We are so grateful for Sally’s help and her advanced
ticket sales.

Sally Brennan and Esther Gonzalez

Ellen Anderson, Lewis County tutor

Ann Tabolt, Lewis County tutor
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New Tutors in Jefferson County
LNNY welcomes three new reading tutors in Jefferson County – Paul Gundrun, Millie
Marks, and Cheryl St. John. They completed the in-house tutor training course on
September 26. Cheryl St. John, one of the new tutors, brings several years of
experience in teaching reading.
LNNY also welcomes Gerald Koepsell. He did the online tutor training in both
reading and ESL. He is working with an ESL student from Nigeria who is a soldier at
Fort Drum.

New tutors, Paul, Millie, and Cheryl

Carla’s Class is so Much Fun!
Jefferson ESL tutor, Carla Haas, teaches thematic lessons, using props, materials, and
content about interesting things in the world around us. She introduced autumn to
her students and brought in mini-pumpkins, napkins with fall foliage patterns, and
candy corn. Her students are from Vietnam and Thailand, so learning about the
American tradition of candy corn was exciting (and tasty) for them.

Nancy, Carla, and Ava
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Fort Drum English Classes
The enrollment in the English classes at Fort Drum’s Army Community Service
building keeps increasing. The classes are popular with the military international
spouses.
Christine Daw is an experienced ESL teacher who
manages the intermediate class. Jessica Yancey
teaches the advanced class on Thursdays. Susan
Hassett, a retired ESL teacher, travelled from the
Croghan area to teach the advance class on
Tuesdays. Susan has left the area for the winter but
plans to resume teaching the class when she returns
to the area. Jennifer Cave, Jennifer Rykert, and Hiba
Flayyih do a great job team teaching the beginner
class. Deborah works with a small group of beginner
students.

Hiba Flayyih

Scarlet Sharkey, our point of contact at Fort Drum ACS, will fill in for Susan until we
find a replacement.
Deborah attended Super Sign Up at the Fort Drum Commons on September 8th. This
is an annual event where area agencies and businesses, and Fort Drum groups set
up tables to display information and promote their services. Hiba, one of the
beginner ESL instructors, helped Deborah staff the LNNY table.

How to Help Your Student Sound Out Unknown Words
When students struggle with sounding out words, look for patterns of errors. For
example, if a student struggles with word endings, (suffixes) cover up the suffix and
focus on the base word first. Teaching syllable types, such as open, closed and silent
E, can help students figure out the vowel sound.
When teaching suffixes, the following ones are the most common in English: s, es, ed,
ing, ly, er, or, ion, tion, ation, ition, ible, able, al, ial, y, ness, ity, ty, ment, ic, ous, eous,
ious, en, er, ive, ative, itive, ful, less, est. The other 160 suffixes in English only
account for 7 percent of words.
Which suffixes should you teach? Listen closely when your student reads. Look for
pattern of errors and determine which suffixes your student repeatedly misreads.
Then work on one suffix at a time such as -ful. Try to pick the easier words to teach
that contain this suffix.
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Explain that the suffix –ful means full of. So if someone is hopeful, that person is full
of hope. Knowing what suffixes mean help students build their vocabularies.
One teaching suggestion is to pick words that contain the same syllable type such
as silent E. Silent E at the end of a word can jump over one consonant or digraph
(two letters, one sound, such as ph, th, ch), and makes the vowel before it shout its
name. For example: hopeful; hateful, graceful; fateful; tasteful, useful; grateful.
Once the silent E syllable type is mastered, move on to another syllable type such as
closed syllables, which have a short vowel sound: skillful; cupful; handful, sinful,
frightful, restful, willful, etc. Closed syllables contain one vowel, which is closed
in on the right hand side of the word by one or more consonants.
Once a student knows several suffixes, you can put them on one “bingo card” to
review frequently. For instance:
ful
er
ment

ly
ed
less

tion
ness
en

You can use the same strategy when teaching prefixes. The most common prefixes
are: un, re, in, im, ir, il, dis, en, em, non, in, im, over, mis, sub, pre, inter, fore, de,
trans, super, semi, anti, mid, under. The other prefixes not listed here account for
only 3 percent of words.

Fall Tutor In-Service:
We are looking for ideas for topics to teach at a tutor in-service.
Cecilia is considering a syllable type boot camp, to help tutors
practice and master the six syllable types and also focus on breaking
longer words into syllables. We are looking for other suggestions.
You can email Cecilia at cbrock7@verizon.net
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