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Auction and Garage Sale June 2

Please mark your calendars for June 2,
the day of our auction and garage sale! The
employees of Watertown Savings Bank are
hosting our garage sale, which begins at 8
a.m. and ends at 2 p.m. The sale will be held
behind WSB so enter the bank from the
Mullin Street entrance. We need items to sell
so if you are doing spring cleaning and have
some items you no longer need, we will
gladly accept them! Call the office for more
information at 315-782-4270.
We are also busy collecting items for
our auction, which will be held from 10 a.m.
to noon on Saturday June 2 at Trinity
A Buffalo Bills fleece throw, two signed
Episcopal Church’s Macsherry Parish Hall,
and framed photos, and a cooler are part
of our football package being auctioned
227 Sherman Street, Watertown.
off on June 2.
We will be doing a $200 cash drawing
during this event. You have to buy an item at
the auction or make a $20 donation at the event to qualify for the drawing. The more
items you buy at the auction, the more chances you’ll have to win the $200!
Our auction features many wonderful items, such as a free will, health care
proxy and power of attorney for an individual or couple. This item was donated by
The Young Law Office. We also have gift certificates to many local restaurants, a
bread of the month certificate for an entire year from Panera Bread, a craft beer and
wine cruise for two from Uncle Sam Boat Tours, complementary golf passes, a free
massage, gift certificates for two for at a local nail salon, a basket of gardening items,
a golf themed basket from the Brantingham-Greig
Reading Center, a coffee lovers’ basket and much, much
more.
A big thank you to our auction sponsors: Hunt
Real Estate ERA, B-Hat’s Curry House, Advanced
Business Systems, and Watertown Lodge No. 496,
Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks.

Volunteers Needed!

This Stamina Cardio Exercise
Bike is an auction item.

We need volunteers to help at our auction and yard sale.
Please let us know if you can spare a couple of hours on
June 2. We need volunteers to check people into the
event, mark which bidders won what items, help people
cash out, etc. You can email Deborah,
program.manager.literacynny@gmail.com
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Fort Drum News

Germania from the Intermediate
ESL Fort Drum class

Clara from the Intermediate Fort
Drum ESL class

May has been a busy month for our Fort Drum ESL
classes. We have welcomed several new students and
continue to progress in our English studies. For the
month of May, students in the intermediate class
focused on travel and tourism within the United
States and around the globe. They also studied
phrasal verbs and prepositions of place. Beginner
classes worked on daily routines and telling time in
the correct English form. Both classes also had a
breakfast lesson at Longway’s Diner, where students
practiced ordering food in English and conversational
skills. One of our new beginner students was hesitant
to order. Sometimes it is harder for students to use
their English outside of the classroom and in a new
environment. However, she managed to order her
food and she did a great job! It was definitely a
confidence builder!

Leticia (Intermediate class) & Gracia
(Beginner class)

Generous Donation!

Michael Gillette of Fuller Insurance Agency in Carthage generously donated the
$1,500 proceeds from his continuing education course for the biannual insurance
license renewal to Literacy of Northern NY. Michael is a licensed continuing
education provider for the NYS Dept. of Financial Services. He has been teaching for
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more than 20 years and has written his own curriculum, which he has used for 11
years. He generously donates the profit from these courses to nonprofits in our
community. One of his course participants, Denise Randall of Watertown Savings
Bank, who has taken our math training, recommended he donate the profits of his
most recent course to LNNY. We are grateful to both of them.

Going Back Home
Andrew, his wife Elena, and his son Nikita, came to Watertown to study English for
several months. They attended classes at LNNY several times a week. They left to
tour some of the United States, including Washington D.C. and Philadelphia. Their
home is Ukraine, where they will return after their visits to U.S. cities.

Deborah's ESL class on Andrew's last day

Deborah's ESL class

3

Literacy of Northern NY
May 2018 Newsletter
An Interesting Trend This Year
Our program has had several Au Pairs attend classes at Fort Drum and in
Watertown. They are from Italy, Brazil, Spain, Slovakia, and Thailand.

ESL Resources
Deborah has Basic Grammar 1 and Intermediate Grammar texts from Espresso
English. These are short grammar lessons presented clearly and include links for
online quizzes. You can download the quizzes separately using the link. These
grammar texts will be uploaded to Google drive. If you would like the link, please let
Deborah know.

It is Post-Test Season
We will be contacting students to come in for a post-test to see how they are
progressing and what skills they need to continue to work on. Post-testing is
required for us to be compliant with our grant obligations. We explain this to the
students when they enter our program and they sign a form acknowledging this.
Some students are reluctant to come in so please encourage them to come to the
office. If we do not make the benchmarks for post-test rates, educational gain, and
enrollment, our funding could be jeopardized.

Success Stories
One of our former students, Femi, who worked with Tutor Gerald Koepsell, passed
his Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) exam and is now working for General Motors
as a financial analyst. Gerry helped Femi, a native of Nigeria, prepare for job
interviews and learn to speak and understand English better.
Brett has been working hard to improve his math skills. His goal is to obtain a high
school equivalency degree and obtain a job so he can support his two-year-old son.
During his recent post-test, he improved his math skills by more than four grade
levels.
Matthew has been working on his writing and math skills. He would like to obtain
his high school equivalency degree so he can obtain a job. Matthew was post-tested
recently and went up four grade levels in math.
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