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Workshop on the new Reading/Math Assessment
We are presenting a workshop from 1-3 p.m. Wednesday July 31 to explain the new reading
and math assessment to tutors. The test is more difficult than the old assessment students had
to take, and tests different skills. The new assessment, called TABE 11/12, is aligned with the
current high school equivalency exam.
Tutors attending the workshop will have a chance to take a look at the new assessment and
learn tips about how to help students with some of the reading and math skills required to be
successful on this test.
Refreshments will be served. Please register by phone at 315-782-4270, or email Deborah:
program.manager.literacynny@gmail.com
Congratulations!
Matthew Millsap of Watertown, was one of the 38 students who
participated in Jeff-Lewis BOCES' commencement ceremony on June 13.
While he was in our program, Matthew went up seven grade levels in
math and two grade levels in reading. He also worked on writing,
grammar, and social studies. Matthew is giving back to LNNY by
becoming a tutor. He has completed our online reading training and inhouse math training and has been matched up with a student.
Congratulations Matt!
Matthew Millsap with his High
School diploma

BOCES Graduation
The following former students at LNNY received their diplomas at the BOCES graduation
ceremony. LNNY is thrilled that all of them achieved this goal and played a role in their success:
Matthew Millsap, Alicia Clayton, Juliet Cole, and Pearl Bryant.
Shari Culbertson
Shari has been working with her tutor, Denise Brownell, to prepare for
the Civil Service exam. They began their lessons at the beginning of
February. We receive nothing but glowing reports from Denise about
Shari's motivation, commitment, organization skills, dedication to
learning, and of course, how she has improved her math skills.
Shari improved her math scores by four grade levels on her post-test!
Shari with her Certificate of
Recognition
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The Start of a New Fiscal Year
LNNY’s fiscal year ends on June 30. We have met all the NYS Education Department’s
benchmarks for our student enrollment numbers, post-test rate, and educational gain rate. We
are still in the process of collecting data, but many of our former students did obtain
employment or are still employed in the same job that they had when they entered the
program.
Thank you!
Every year we see more mandates being imposed on our program. LNNY complies with new
regulations and strives to meet all benchmarks. Each year is more difficult than the previous
year. The only way we achieve our successes is through the hard work and dedication of our
tutors and students. We do not always have the opportunity to meet frequently with every
tutor and student, but we always appreciate our tutors and students.
What’s New?
The new TABE test for Math and Reading
Staff has started to administer the new reading and math assessment to current students who
plan to remain in the program after July 1. It is an arduous test and takes several hours to
complete. We are doing it in two sessions for each student because it is too much to ask them
to devote almost an entire day to testing.
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield Grant
Eve Van de Wal, Excellus BlueCross BlueShield Regional
President, visited our Watertown office on June 10 and
presented a community health award to Literacy of
Northern NY. Excellus BlueCross BlueShield generously
donated $3,500 to LNNY in 2018. We purchased the
Health Stories series and use it to teach health topics to
our students. We appreciate Excellus BlueCross
BlueShield’s support of our adult literacy programs and
health education efforts.
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Standing with Eve Van de Wal, center, wearing pink, are LNNY Program Assistant Amy
Christofferson, far right, and students from her Fort Drum ESL class, along with students from
Deborah's ESL class in Watertown. Our
students enjoy the Health Stories books
we purchased with the grant money from
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield.

Raising Money & Promoting Literacy of Northern NY
Yard Sale
The yard sale sponsored by staff at Watertown Savings Bank raised an incredible $1,939.25.
Board members Denise Brownell and Denise Randall, who work at Watertown Savings Bank,
organized the yard sale. A big thank you to the tutors, board members, and WSB employees
who donated items for the event and to those of you who stopped by our sale on June 1. Board
Members Allen Goudie, Carla Haas, Denise Brownell, Denise Randall, and staff members
Deborah Tate, her husband Marvin Tate, Amy Christofferson and her family, and Cecilia and
Chris Brock staffed the event.
The Book Shelves
Denise Brownell and Denise Randall at Watertown Savings Bank
in Watertown set up this darling book shelf in the lobby of the
Clinton St. branch in Watertown. They have more books to add
to the collection and many employees have offered even more.
There is a donation box so readers can take books and support
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Literacy of Northern New York at the same time. Thank you, Watertown Savings Bank, for your
support! We made $34 from book sales in June.

Cheddar Cheese Festival, July 13, in Adams
We are staffing a table at the Cheddar Cheese Festival in Adams on Saturday, July 13. Board
Members Denise Brownell and Denise Randall have donated numerous lottery tickets in a
picture frame, which we are raffling off. We are also selling raffle tickets for a lovely picture
donated by Jason Desjardins of Horizon Aerial Media Services.
Watertown Monday/Thursday ESL Classes
The ESL classes celebrate this time of year
with a potluck lunch. Although classes
continue throughout the summer, students
like to celebrate when the weather is nice to
acknowledge their hard work during the
year. This year, Ping, a student from China,
brought in her zither, which is a traditional
and ancient Chinese instrument. She played
songs on it for the class. Students held their
potluck lunch on June 6.
The weather has finally blossomed into
sunshine and warmth. During the June 17
class, the sunshine beckoned through the
conference room window for everyone to visit
the garden at the back of the Jefferson County Historical Society. The garden has gorgeous
perennials with highlights of annual flowers. Only two students had been to the garden in the
class last year, so it was a delightful adventure for the rest.
Deborah's ESL class enjoying the garden at the
Jefferson Historical Society.
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New Tutors
LNNY welcomes the following new tutors who took the online
training: Imaily Cruz-Mendez, Linda Rich (helps at the Fort Drum
English classes), Marilyn Shivers of Lewis County, Calvin Parker (a
Fort Drum soldier), and Matthew Millsap. All of the new tutors are
working with students.
Annie Siamwala joins the teacher roster at the Fort Drum ESL
classes. She brings several years of teaching experience in Korea,
Thailand, and other countries.
Annie Siamwala

Fort Drum News
Summer has arrived! Our Fort Drum students are busy learning and progressing in their English
classes. They enjoyed a class lunch at B-Hat’s Curry house and definitely loved all the delicious
food. They were able to really put their English skills to the test out in the community. We have
a few fun class trips planned for the summer. Our beginner class continues to learn about
health topics by reading the Health Stories book. They also work on grammar, themes, and
conversational skills. The Intermediate class continues to work through the Road to Work
series and many have gained employment! The classes are a great way for them to get to make
friends while also advancing in their English. It’s always a fun time at our Fort Drum classes!

The Fort Drum group at B-Hat's Curry House

LNNY Program Assistant Amy Christofferson, left,
and her student enjoying lunch at B-Hat's Curry
House in Watertown.
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