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Hello Everyone!
We hope you all are well and staying home during this pandemic!
The office is “open” virtually. Our staff members are working
from home and are available by email if you need assistance or
through the contact form on our web page. You can also leave a
message on the office phone or messenger our Facebook page. If you are continuing to work
with your learner via phone or text messaging, mailing work, etc., let us know if you need
materials. We will mail them out to you. Our office building is locked so you can’t stop by and
go up to our office right now.
If you are tutoring remotely, please keep track of what days you are tutoring, along with how
long you worked with your student during each session. We have a new attendance sheet we
have to submit to the NYS Education Department and it requires us to log in what days of the
month you worked remotely with a student and for how long. Even during a pandemic, the
paperwork requirements don’t end!

Classes and Tutoring Continue as Distance Learning
Our paid staff are using the Zoom online platform to teach our English as a Second Language
(ESOL) classes. Annie, our Program Assistant who teaches at Fort Drum, is continuing with the
Tuesday and Thursday Beginner and Intermediate classes. Annie’s volunteer tutors are helping
with the beginner class. Deborah’s classes likewise moved online. Her classes are Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays. Lewis County ESOL tutor, Ellen Anderson, joined one of Deborah’s
online classes as a “special guest tutor.” Ellen told the students how she is participating in a
project to make masks for people to wear during this Covid-19 crisis. Cecilia is also doing virtual
instruction with her students and some tutors are continuing sessions in an online format or via
phone, etc.
Distance Learning (online classes) evolved quickly at LNNY. Staff has participated in many
conference calls and webinars to learn information about distance learning while adhering to
state and federal regulations. It has been a lot to learn in a very short time but our staff was up
to the task. We launched online learning lessons the last week of March and students are keen
to participate.
So far, distance learning is working. Literacy New York has created online training modules and
resources for any tutors who would like to learn strategies for teaching online. Please let
Deborah know if you would like to enroll. One of those resources, Thinknology, is detailed
below.

Tutoring is helping students in other ways!
Tutor Marilyn Wekar, who is also the treasurer of LNNY, took her ESOL student,
Elizabeth, pictured at right, to Flower Memorial Library prior to the pandemic.
Elizabeth learned about the many resources at the library and also obtained a
library card on March 6. Taking students to the library is a great way for them to
learn about the many free resources available at the library.
Jefferson ESOL tutor, Jerry Koepsell, has been helping Guangxia with
pronunciation since last year. Guangxia, pictured at left, is a student who
returned to our program. Jerry is a great tutor – Guangxia not only
improved her speaking skills but was hired to work on the 2020 Census.
She underwent training and is now a recruiting assistant and is
responsible for hiring enumerators.
We love to hear student success stories. If your student obtained a job,
has entered a training program, or has mastered new skills, let us know!
Your student could be featured in the next newsletter.
Garage Sale Postponed but Please Collect Items for Us
We still plan to do a garage sale fundraiser but it won’t be at the end of May due to the Covid19 crisis. We still plan to do the fundraiser so while you are stuck at home and are spring
cleaning, please remember to set aside some unwanted household items for our sale. We really
could use the income since the bills keep coming in but all fundraising has stopped and United
Way began reducing our current grant payments in April to divert money to critical needs such
as food pantries. With so many people out of work, providing food and other needed items is a
priority in the community right now.
Thinknology Library
Literacy New York is allowing our tutors and students free access to the online learning
platform, Thinknology. This library has a variety of texts you can use with learners, on a
variety of subjects, and includes fiction and nonfiction articles. Utilizing the reading
strategies taught in the Intake to Outcomes (I2O) online tutor training, tutors can use the
readings with your students, focusing on vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.
Note—if you already have an account set up in I2O training because you took an
online tutor training course, you’ll use that account for Thinknology.
Follow the steps below to access the library.
Thinknology Library Access
1. Click this link to go to the Thinknology Library:
• https://www.thinknology.net/p/thinknology-readinglibrary/?product_id=1780689&coupon_code=READLNY

2. If you have an account in LNY’s Intake to Outcomes (I2O) training platform
because you took the online tutor training course, follow the steps here:
• Click “Login” in the upper right of the screen
• Enter your email address and your I2O password and click log in (it may
automatically fill in)
• You’ll land on the “Welcome” page as displayed below
(One note: If you somehow bypass the direct link above and land on the Thinknology
Reading Library page, click “Start Reading” and use the coupon code READLNY to
access the materials at no charge to you. Follow the steps indicated.)

•

Click “Getting Started” and follow the steps indicated

•

You’ll land back on the “Welcome” page, where you will click “Included
Articles” in the column on the left. That will bring you to the articles—click
a picture to start reading!

3. If you do not have an account in LNY’s Intake to Outcomes training platform
because you haven’t done any online tutor training, follow the steps here:
• Click “Start Reading”

•

You’ll land on this page, where you will fill in the fields with the required
information to set up your account

•

You’ll see this page where you will click on “Continue to Course”

•

You’ll land on the “Welcome” page as displayed below

•

Click “Getting Started” and follow the steps indicated

•

You’ll land back on the “Welcome” page, where you will click “Included
Articles” in the column on the left. That will bring you to the articles—click
a picture to start reading!

Please contact Literacy New York: (khotlessamson@literacynewyork.org) should you
need assistance with Thinknology.

