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We have great uplifting stories to share about our students and tutors 
 
Featured Tutor ~ Jessica Taylor 
Here is a tutor who does “triple” duty – She helps with technology, math, and sewing!  
 

Tutor Jessica Taylor, who is on the staff of the Bodman Memorial 
Library in Philadelphia, sent us a wonderful update. Her 
student, Elizabeth, purchased her own laptop with her 
stimulus money and brought it in last session to go 
over some of its functions. They had been using 
Microsoft Word on the library computers as a way 

to complete the writing assignments. Instead of writing by hand, Elizabeth 
wanted to familiarize herself with technology and minimize frustration with having to 
erase constantly.  
 
Elizabeth is also interested in learning how to sew. She wants to make masks for friends and 
family, and possibly sell them. Jessica, her tutor, said that they could set up a sewing machine 
at the library sometime and give it a go. Part of Elizabeth’s homework is to do a google search 
to find an appropriate pattern. They will incorporate measuring, etc. into their math lessons.  
“She is a very motivated student and is always on time and never cancels,” according to Jessica.  
 
 
The first semester at J.C.C. is a success for ESL student, Nabin 
 
Nabin passed all his fall courses at Jefferson Community College with high grades. It was a 
challenge for him to integrate into American college culture. English was a challenge and 
understanding the professors on Zoom also proved to be hard for him. He signed up originally 
to attend on-campus classes, but the Pandemic prevented that and he was forced into remote 
learning. All his classes were on Zoom. Nabin worked diligently and persevered. He will resume 
taking classes for the spring semester. 
 
 
Where are They Now? 
 
Audrey Anku, one Debora’s former ESL students, recently contacted Deborah to 
let her know that she and her family have move to Washington State. Audrey took 
the CNA course and was working at Samaritan. 
 
 



 

Congratulations to a New U.S. Citizen, Jose! 
 
New tutor, Jenny E., has been helping her individual 
student, Jose, prep for the U.S. Citizenship test. Jose 
is a soldier at Fort Drum. Jose took the test on 
January 14th and passed! He has said how much he 
appreciates the one-to-one help from Jenny, 
likewise, Jenny has told us that she enjoys working 
as a tutor and has learned so much herself. 
 
Jose was sworn in only one week after passing his 
citizenship test.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Numerous Online Tutor Training Opportunities 
 
Two new tutors are completing the online tutor training (I2O). Jingjing is taking the Math and 
ESL modules. Rudy is taking the ESL module and will help with the classes at Fort Drum. 
 
Although we are not currently conducting in-person tutor training, Literacy New York provides 
online instruction for new tutors and a module for trained tutors who are working remotely. 
LNY continues to improve the content of its online trainings. Below is a list of modules that are 
available. Tutors might want to consider doing a refresher or take a new module. The Reading 
Basics Module has been split into two sections, one for beginner students and one for students 
with some level of reading fluency. 
 
The Language Basics module will have an update version later in January. Successful Tutoring 
will be incorporated into the Reading Basics 2.0 and Language Basics modules. 
 
Let us know if you would like to register for another module. 
 
Current I2O Modules: 
Foundations of Reading: Alphabetics (Now its own module) 
Reading Basics 2.0 (New update) 
Language Basics (Update late-January) 
Math Basics 
Numeracy (Higher level math) 

Jose at his Swearing In ceremony for 
his US citizenship 
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Successful Tutoring 
Successful Remote Tutoring (For currently trained tutors) 
Employability Soft Skills 
Preview of I2O Workshops 
The LNY Guide for New Board Members 
The Executive Director” Guide to the Board 
Reading Skills and Concepts 
The Citizenship Coach (To help students working towards U.S. citizenship, has the new test) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Remote ESL Classes for Fort Drum Students 
 
Our Fort Drum ESL students are not letting the COVID-19 pandemic stand in the way of their 
English learning! Both the beginner and intermediate classes meet twice a week via the Zoom  
online platform to continue improving their speaking, reading, listening comprehension and 
conversational English skills.  
 
The beginner class has been working hard at learning and using new vocabulary based on their 
lessons each week and using those words in everyday dialogue practice. They are also reading 
short stories and answering comprehension questions based on the readings.  
 
The intermediate class is practicing and improving their conversation and pronunciation skills, 
using new vocabulary words in everyday dialogue, as well as asking great grammar and 
pronunciation questions. All of us ESL teachers are so proud at how far our students have come 
so far and their dedication to be in class and learn English each week! 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
We have had success in the past with providing soldiers with supplemental English instruction 
by working with a tutor. The soldiers often work late, so meeting with a tutor in the evenings or 
on weekends suits their schedules. 
 
Deborah has four Zoom ESL classes for students residing in Jefferson County and is also working 
one-to-one with a math/reading student. There has been an interest in starting an advanced 
ESL conversation class. This would be once per week in the evenings for an hour or an hour and 
a half. The interested students are working during the day or have other commitments. As a 
result of the pandemic, with many people working at home, non-native speakers of English 
have little opportunity to have English conversations. Consequently, Deborah has been asked 
about setting up an advanced speaking class. 
 
 
 

Pictured at left: Fort Drum Intermediate class, 
from top left ~ Luz, Annie Siamwala (LNNY 
Program Assistant), Ileana, and Gernique 
celebrating their last class before Christmas.  


