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Stop! That’s Reading!
Many New Yorkers, unfortunately, struggle with literacy skills. NY ranks 49th in the country for
literacy.
3.4 million New Yorkers lack high school diplomas and/or have limited English language skills.
Twenty-five percent of adults in NYS are considered “low literate.
Literacy New York has created a fun, eye-opening experience to help New Yorkers understand
the adult illiteracy problem and encourage them to donate their time or money to local adult
literacy programs such as Literacy of Northern New York.
We are challenging people to stop reading for five minutes on International Literacy Day – Sept.
8 – and donate $5 if they fail. The challenge sounds easy, but it’s not. Everywhere you look,
there is something with words on it. And you read automatically because you can.
Share your success or failure on social media at #StopReadingChallenge and @Literacy_NY
We are encouraging our tutors and supporters to help with this adult literacy awareness
campaign by signing up now to follow Literacy New York on social media so you can help us
spread the word. LNY can be found on Facebook at Literacy New York INC or on Instagram:
@literacy_ny
Those of you who have taken tutor training online are familiar with Literacy NY. They are the
statewide literacy organization that provides the online tutor training to our tutors.
Please share the posts for the Stop Reading Challenge and encourage your friends to
participate. We will be sharing photos of people trying not to read on September 8th on LNNY’s
Facebook page.
As part of our local awareness efforts to spread the word about this campaign, Cecilia will
appear on WWNY TV on September 7. We will also build awareness by asking community
leaders to take a picture of themselves reading and share it on social media. We will post these
photos to our Facebook page on September 8.

Cream Cheese Festival
The Lowville Cream Cheese Festival is back on this
year after last year’s cancellation because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. We are so grateful to Board
Member Sally Brennan, who had agreed once again
to collect items for the Lowville mega basket.
The festival is on Saturday, September 18, from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. As in past years, we will have raffle
baskets. If you have anything to donate to a basket,
let us know.
So far, we will have a lottery tree, a doggy basket, a
children’s fun basket, and a children’s book basket.
We also need volunteers for short, two-hour shifts. If
you can help out, e-mail Deborah or call the office
at 315-782-4270.

Welcome to Our New Program Coordinator!
Michelle Tinsley is our new program coordinator for reading and math. She works part-time in
the Watertown office. Michelle previously worked as a tutor for Literacy of Northern NY. She
taught at the General Brown Central School District for 23 years. Michelle graduated from
Thousand Islands High School and has a Bachelor of Arts Degree as well as a Master’s in Culture
and Policy Studies. “I enjoy working with people and look forward to my new role with Literacy
of NNY,” Michelle said.

Back to In-Person Classes
July 1 was the return to in-person classes date. Some tutors are meeting in-person along with
the Fort Drum English classes and Deborah’s Monday/Wednesday morning class. We are still in
a transition period and are waiting for tutors to return. One thing we have learned is that
remote instruction filled a need and some students are reluctant to discontinue learning on
Zoom.

Success Stories
Rosa Campos received her Associates Degree in General Studies from the American Military
University ECampus. She is a soldier who attends Deborah’s Pronunciation class.
Congratulations, Rosa!
Gernique Biande, pictured at right, received a certificate as a Medical Assistant. She
is now working full-time at Samaritan processing insurance forms. She is also taking
an online ESL class in the evening through the University of Maryland as well as
being a busy mom with two children. Gernique attended the LNNY Fort Drum and
Watertown ESL classes.
Gernique Biande

Fort Drum News
We are officially back to in-person learning again and students and teachers are all very happy
about it! Our beginner ESL learners are motivated and driven in the classroom and are working
hard at pronunciation, verbs, grammar and reading with teachers Paige and Annie.
The Intermediate students are focusing on reading and comprehension, grammar,
pronunciation, history and writing and are really giving their all to improve their English. The
students have also made friends within the class and have formed great friendships!
We have some new great helpers in class with us as well! Thank you so much to Laura Villa and
Ileana DeJesus, who make time in their busy schedules to come be a part of the classroom!
Come be a part of our amazing ESL classes! Beginner ESL Class is on Tuesday and Thursday from
9 a.m. -11 a.m. Intermediate ESL Class is on Tuesday and Thursday from 11a.m.-1p.m. For more
information on learning with us or volunteering, please email lnnyasst@gmail.com
Fort Drum volunteer tutor, Ileana De
Jesus, in blue, teaching a student in
the Fort Drum Beginner class

Fort Drum volunteer teacher
Paige Konoza with the
Beginner class.

