A Message to All Our Volunteers
The staff would like to take this time to wish everyone a happy and safe holiday
season. This has been a challenging time for everyone. It is only with the
dedication of our volunteers that LNNY has been able to continue to offer
services. We hope that the new year brings some closure to
the challenges of the pandemic period.

Annual Appeal
LNNY’s Annual Appeal is off to a promising start. We have seen
a steady stream of donations and this includes our loyal donors
who contribute each year. We are half-way to our goal. Thank
you to everyone who sent in a donation!

Switching Back to the GED®
As of January 1, 2022, New York State will begin administering the GED® exam as the high
school equivalency (HSE) test. NYS will no longer use the TASC Test™ for the HSE.
All NYS Education Department official passing subtest scores from the TASC Test™, 2014-2021,
and prior GED® scores from 2002 onward, will continue to count toward current High School
Equivalency subtest requirements.
The math portion of the GED® exam contains two parts. The first part has five questions and
students cannot use a calculator. Students can use a Texas Instruments TI-30XS calculator on
the second part of the test. The exam has approximately 40-45 questions.
MATH CONTENT AREAS
•

•

Quantitative Reasoning (45%), which includes problems with positive and negative
whole numbers, decimals, and fractions; ratios, proportions, and percents; data and
statistics; and geometric measurement
Algebraic Reasoning (55%), which includes expressions, polynomials, equations,
inequalities, linear equations, quadratic equations, and patterns and functions. A variety
of formats will assess evaluating, solving, and graphing skills in algebra.

Students do not have to memorize math formulas because they can use a formula reference
sheet. It includes formulas for area, perimeter, circumference, volume, slope of a line, simple
interest, slope intercept form, the quadratic formula, and definitions of mean and median, etc.
We have put a copy of the formula sheet on the Math Corner page of our website:
www.literacynny.org
READING CONTENT AREAS
Students must answer questions based on a wide range of types of reading materials. Seventyfive percent of the questions are based on informational texts, which include workplace- and
community-based documents, general nonfiction, and nonfiction related to general interest
social studies and science topics. Twenty-five percent of the questions are based
on fiction selections. The Journey to Success textbooks we have in the office are a good
resource to get students familiar with reading a variety of texts, such as science, history and
literature.
LANGUAGE CONTENT AREAS
The language skills test contains questions about correct sentence
structure, agreement (subject-verb and pronounantecedent), capitalization, punctuation, homonyms, and possessives. The questions also
assess appropriate word choice and elimination of informal usage to fit the purpose of the
writing task.
EXTENDED RESPONSE QUESTION ON THE REASONING THROUGH LANGUAGE ARTS TEST
An important task on the GED® Reasoning Through Language Arts Test involves writing an essay
about a passage, two passages, or a passage accompanied by a graphic. This activity integrates
reading and analytical skills with writing skills. Students have up to 45 minutes to complete the
essay.
SOCIAL STUDIES CONTENT AREAS
•

Civics and Government (50%) Topics include modern and historic governments,
constitutional government, levels and branches of the U.S. government, the electoral
system, and the role of the citizen.

•

U.S. History (20%) topics stretch from colonialism and the American Revolution through
the Civil War and Reconstruction into the modern era of industrialization, immigration,
two world wars, the Cold War, and the movements for equal rights.

•

Economics (15%) topics include basic economics concepts and systems, the government
and the economy, and labor and consumer economics issues.

•

Geography and the World (15%) topics cover major stages in world history as well as
the relationship among resources, the environment, and societies.

Students do not need to memorize a bunch of dates and names. They should be familiar with
understanding the causes and effects of historical events.
SCIENCE
The GED® Science Test evaluates a student’s ability to understand, interpret, and apply science
information. Students have 90 minutes to answer 34 questions that are based on reading
passages, graphics such as diagrams, tables, graphs, and maps, or a combination of the two.
CONTENT AREAS:
• Life Science (40%) Topics include cell structures and processes, human body systems,
health and nutrition, heredity and reproduction, genetics and DNA, evolution and
natural selection, and the organization of ecosystems.
• Earth and Space Science (20%) Topics include the structure of Earth, plate tectonics,
geological cycles and processes, renewable and nonrenewable natural resources,
weather and climate, the solar system, and the universe.
• Physical Science (40%) Topics include atoms and molecules, properties and states of
matter, chemical reactions, energy and work, motion and forces, waves, electricity, and
magnetism.
We plan to purchase some textbooks for pre-GED and GED level work. If you are currently using
TASC textbooks or booklets with your student, you should continue to do so. There are many
similarities between the TASC™ and GED® exams.

Fort Drum ESL Classes

New volunteer Katie Yang is pictured at left with her 2021
Pumpkin Run ribbon. Katie has joined the Fort Drum ESL
volunteer program to teach the Tuesday beginner class. She
has experience in teaching ESL and delivering lessons over
virtual platforms. We are excited to have her join us on Fort
Drum and look forward to her sharing both her teaching and
cross-cultural experience with our student community.

Originally from the Philippines, Ayana Garcia worked as a trainer for U.S.
Embassy-Manila under the Public Affairs Office in their project on promoting
English advancement for community empowerment. She provided English
language lessons to Madaris youth and delivered training on skills and
entrepreneurship. Aside from that, she also taught online ESL to Japanese
students. Other than English, she speaks Tagalog, Cebuano, Korean and is
currently learning Spanish. When she is not teaching, she enjoys playing the
ukulele and baking.

Below are some photos of the Fort Drum Intermediate ESL class in action during a warm up led
by volunteer teacher Ayana Garcia. Students did a quick drawing to represent Christmas and
holiday traditions in their home country followed by a conversation with their partner and then
fellow classmates about their traditions. Student feedback was that they most enjoyed getting
to share and hear about one another’s cultures in class.

Open House for ESL Students
The Covid-19 pandemic has affected the enrollment in the ESL classes in Watertown. We are
not alone with this problem. Adult Education programs throughout NYS are struggling with
enrollment. We would like to encourage students to join our ESL classes and show that we
provide a safe environment to learn English. We are inviting current tutors, ESL and potential
students to our open house so they can see what we do. Please email Deborah if you would like
to join the event.

